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Lee Leal-Ramirez is a LAIS undergraduate student
who is currently working on a digitalization project
with the Colombian non-profit, Neogranadina, led
by Professor Juan Cobo Betancourt. 

What motivated you to study Latin America?

Why do you believe it’s important to study Latin
America?

Knowledge surrounding Latin
America is culturally relevant in
the US given the significant
Latinx population.

Congratulations to LAIS Graduate
Student Marlene Torres Magaña
(above) on receiving a Graduate
Opportunity Fellowship for the 2021-
2022 academic year! 

Historietas,
Nationalismo Mexicano, y Cultura:
The Construction and Promotion of a
Mexican National Identity during the
Twentieth Century

Student Highlights
INTERVIEW WITH LEE LEAL-RAMIREZ

Please tell us a little about your work with Professor
Juan Cobo and the non-profit Neogranadina? For
example, what motivated you to get involved in this
project, how did you get involved, what are you doing
with it, and what have you gained/learned?
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How is LAIS influencing your career trajectory and what are your current career goals?

What has been the most valuable part of your experience as a LAIS student so far?

What advice do you have for other LAIS undergraduate students?

Any interests beyond academia that you would like others to know about?

Student Highlights 
INTERVIEW WITH LEE LEAL-RAMIREZ

Mujer Vestida.
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Monserate Mountain, San Diego, CA



Student Highlights

Why do you believe it is important to study Latin America?

What are you currently researching/or planning to research, and why is it
important to you?

What motivated you to study Latin
America?

LAIS Graduate Student Jennifer Amador
discusses her research interests and
shares her prospective career goals in this
interview.
    

INTERVIEW WITH JENNIFER AMADOR
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What has been the most valuable part of your experience as a LAIS student so
far? What advice do you have for current or future LAIS MA students?

 I have really learned a lot about myself as an educator. I
really enjoy being able to connect with students through
Spanish and being able to share my culture with them. 

Student Highlights
INTERVIEW WITH JENNIFER AMADOR

Any interests beyond academia that you would
like others to know about?

 How is LAIS influencing your career trajectory and what are your current career
goals?
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What do you like most about your job?

Staff Highlights

Huge congratulations to LAIS
Subject Librarian Marisol Ramos

(above) for receiving a grant
from the Librarians Association
of the University of California to

support her work translating
Gazing at the Puerto Rican

Anthropological Landscape: The
Native’s Look Far and Wide.

Learn more here

Iryna Zdanovich, Financial and Academic Services
Manager for PASC, tells us what she likes best about
her work!

What has been the most rewarding part so
far?
 

INTERVIEW WITH IRYNA ZDANOVICH
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https://dev-lais-ucsb-website.pantheonsite.io/2021/05/22/congratulations-to-marisol-ramos-for-receiving-a-librarians-association-of-the-university-of-california-grant/
https://www.lais.ucsb.edu/2021/05/22/congratulations-to-marisol-ramos-for-receiving-a-librarians-association-of-the-university-of-california-grant/


This unique time has reemphasized
for me the importance of teamwork,
collaboration and flexibility. We
were able to meet and/or exceed
our goals because everyone leaned
in, listened and learned together. 

Without new experiences, something inside
of us sleeps. The sleeper must awaken

Staff Highlights

Is there anything you have learned in this position you would like to
share?

INTERVIEW WITH IRYNA ZDANOVICH

Do you have any interests or hobbies
you'd like to share with the LAIS
community?

INTERVIEW WITH CAROL FLORES

In this interview, Carol Flores, PASC Student Services Manager,  discusses her work
and tells us about her hobbies. 
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Horsetail Falls, Yosemite , CA



What do you like the most about your job?

Staff Highlights
INTERVIEW WITH CAROL FLORES

What has been the most rewarding part so far? 

Is there anything you have learned in this position that you would like to share? 

Do you have any interests or hobbies
you'd like to share with the LAIS
community? 
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Faculty Highlights
LAIS Faculty Grants and Fellowships

Congratulations to Dr. Emiko Saldívar, professors Erika Arenas Velázquez,
San Juanita García, Alicia Boswell and Miroslava Chavez-García for
receiving major grants and fellowships!  
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Pair of earflares with condors, Moche, Perú,
3rd-8th CE, Metropolitan Museum of Art



Faculty Highlights
LAIS Faculty Publications and Creative
Work

LAIS faculty have been busy publishing in the
last few months. 

La Trama Mortal: Pere Gimferrer y la
política de la literatura (

The Global Police State

Frontera Sin Fin,

The
Cambridge History of Terrorism
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https://www.editorialrenacimiento.com/iluminaciones/2409-la-trama-mortal-pere-gimferrer-y-la-politica-de-la-literatura-1962-1985.html
https://www.editorialrenacimiento.com/iluminaciones/2409-la-trama-mortal-pere-gimferrer-y-la-politica-de-la-literatura-1962-1985.html
https://www.plutobooks.com/9781786806666/the-global-police-state/
https://vidasdesplazadas.org/fronterasinfin/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/cambridge-history-of-terrorism/paths-of-terrorism-in-peru/DCAD1B3206D5E4D1662F9C7769393CB6?fbclid=IwAR2uygDlrqrpA463rub01lkjRryaw0nFWkIuYBWvw_vrk8smMmgY9CGkvXE


Faculty Highlights
LAIS Faculty in the News

LAIS faculty are often a part of important conversations across the
globe. Here are spotlights of their recent interventions!  

Popular Archaeology Dr. Anabel Ford

G. Reginald Daniel’s Machado de
Assis: Multiracial Identity and the Brazilian Novelist 

New York Review of Books

Juan Cobo
Betancourt Radio Voz
Andina

 Cecilia Méndez

La
República, Al Jazeera The Conversation

Ideele Radio
The Guardian The LA Times  

The Washington Post, 

See more LAIS Faculty achievements at https://lais.ucsb.edu/announcements-news/

Learn more about LAIS Faculty Affiliates at https://lais.ucsb.edu/affiliates/.
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Dr. Ford at El Pilar 

https://popular-archaeology.com/article/modeling-ancient-maya-landscapes/
https://www.nybooks.com/articles/2020/12/17/machado-de-assis-well-ventilated-conscience/
mailto:jcobo@lais.ucsb.edu
https://www.uasb.edu.ec/voz-andina-internacional/podcast/histori-sismos-031-archivos-historicos-digitalizados-675/
https://larepublica.pe/elecciones/2021/06/27/elecciones-2021-cecilia-mendez-la-reaccion-histerica-del-conservadurismo-de-la-elite-esta-empujando-a-una-radicalizacion-pltc/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhGL6e1n3tI
https://theconversation.com/peru-has-a-new-president-its-fifth-in-five-years-who-is-pedro-castillo-165157
https://www.ideeleradio.pe/lo-mas-visto/cecilia-mendez-pedro-castillo-sera-el-primer-presidente-que-no-esta-vinculado-a-las-elites/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/20/castillo-set-to-become-peru-president-as-rival-fujimori-says-she-will-recognise-result?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-07-19/pedro-castillo-a-rural-teacher-and-political-outsider-is-declared-president-elect-of-peru
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-07-19/pedro-castillo-a-rural-teacher-and-political-outsider-is-declared-president-elect-of-peru


LAIS Grad Recruitment Day

Looking Back
Here's a snapshot of the conferences,
tertulias and celebrations that LAIS
organized over Winter and Spring!

LAIS Tertulias in the Time of
COVID, 2020-2021 | February 2021 |
"Race and Caste in Latin America,

India and the USA: A Global
Conversation" 

Cecilia Méndez
Terrance Wooten

Utathya
Chattopadhyaya

Caste: The origins of our Discontents

13

mailto:mendez@history.ucsb.edu
mailto:jcobo@lais.ucsb.edu
https://www.hfa.ucsb.edu/news-entries/2021/2/22/race-and-caste-a-global-conversation-dwxlx


LAIS End of Year Awards and
Celebration

América del Rosario López Martín

Professor Juan Cobo Betancourt

Looking Back

Christine Hünefeldt

Marlene Torres Magaña
Emma Zamora García. 

International Graduate Student Conference:
Borders, Power and Transgression

Melissa
Wright 

Charles Hale.

Kai Medeiros
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LAIS End Of Year Celebration

https://www.hfa.ucsb.edu/news-entries/2021/5/15/borders-past-present-and-future


Looking Back

Pilar Ramírez Restrepo
Mauricio Archila, 

Yuly P.
Campiño

Alejandra Sánchez Z

Manuel F. Vallecilla

tertulia

LAIS Tertulias in the Time of COVID, 2020-2021 |June 2021| "Social
Mobilization and State Violence in Colombia"

Coming Up: A Special Edition of  Noticias!

Noticias
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LAIS Alumni Reunion

To support the ongoing research of our current LAIS students, please donate here!

https://giving.ucsb.edu/funds/give?id=398

